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Fig. 3.14

The refractory periods of the AV node

A Premcture activation of the atria during the absolute
refractory period of the AV node; the P wave of the atrial
extrasystole is not AV conducted and, thus, not followed by
any QRS complex.

B Premcture activation of the atria during the relative
refractory period of the AY node. The P wave of the alrial
extrasystole is AV conducted but the PR interval is prolonged
due fo slow AV conduction.

C Premature activation of the atria following full recovery of
the AV node; the P wave of the atrial exirasysiole is followed
by a QRS complex after a normal PR interval.
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